
District Proposes Eight-Period Bell Schedule at Secondary Campuses in 2019-20 
  
Frequently Asked Questions 
  

1. How long will each period last? 
45 minutes.  
  

2. Will the school day be extended? 
No. 
  

3. How does transitioning to an eight-period schedule support scholar achievement? 
Scholars who need supplemental academic support can enroll in an additional course without 
losing an elective.  
  

4. What is the impact on the district accountability rating? 
High schools will be able to increase the amount of career and technical education courses. These 
courses can help scholars gain state and national certifications. This will improve the district’s 
college, career, and military readiness score, which is a part of its overall accountability rating.  
  

5. How does transitioning to an eight-period schedule support teacher growth and development? 
Educators teaching core subjects will continue to teach six periods with one conference period. 
Core subjects include math, English, reading, language arts, science, and social studies. The 
additional period will be dedicated to daily professional learning communities and planning. 
Currently, most secondary teachers meet once or twice per week with their professional learning 
communities. The proposed schedule allows for daily planning, feedback, and curriculum support.  
  

6. What is the impact on electives? 
Scholars will be allowed to take an additional elective course and explore interests. The schedule 
will allow for more elective options for scholars at the middle school academies, Early College 
Academy at CHHS, and Cedar Hill Collegiate High School. Additionally, campuses can increase 
enrollment in advanced academics electives. 
  

7. How will this impact the four-year graduation rate? 
High school scholars can earn up to eight additional credits per year. A total of 26 credits are 
needed to graduate; students can earn up to 32 credits under an eight-period bell schedule. 
Additional credits provide for more flexibility in scheduling. Also, scholars needing to recover 
credits have a minimum of six additional periods to regain credit(s).  
  

8. What are the potential drawbacks? 
There will be a loss of instructional minutes per period; courses will be shortened from 52-54 
minutes to 45 minutes. Please note that new curriculum provides teachers with activities and 
strategies to meet the different needs of students within their classrooms. 
  
Additionally, elective teachers will teach one additional course. And, there could be an increase in 
homework due to the additional course.  


